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Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

Tuesday October 13, 2020 at 7:30pmTuesday October 13, 2020 at 7:30pm

"Why Teach History (When It's Already on Your Phone?)

Sam Wineburg, Professor, Stanford University

Thursday October 22, 2020 at 7:30pm ETThursday October 22, 2020 at 7:30pm ET

“Teaching Elections with the Constitution Center"

Jeffrey Rosen, President and CEO, National Constitution

Center

Thursday November 5th, 2020 at 7:30pm ETThursday November 5th, 2020 at 7:30pm ET

"The People in Our Neighborhood: A Primary Source

Mystery" (for K-5 teachers)

Dr. Ilene R. Berson and Dr. Michael J. Berson, University

of South Florida

Thursdays at 10am ETThursdays at 10am ET

History Matters (...and so does coffee!) with Joanne

Freeman

Be sure to see some important informationBe sure to see some important information

about our annual Conference below!about our annual Conference below!

Quick LinksQuick Links

Membership
Conference Registration
More About Us
Donate

History and Democracy

This issue explores the relationship
between history and democracy. We are
living in historic times, and we are
navigating what it means to be citizens
during a contentious election season.
History educators are leading the way
with intelligent, thoughtful engagements
with how we've evolved as a democracy,
and with the lessons that history has for
the great American experiment. We
celebrate their commitment to ensuring
that students understand the complex
and diverse histories that comprise the
rich tapestry of American experience that
is the foundation of a thriving democracy.

Photo: "In Line to Vote, 11/4/24" Library of Congress,

https://www.loc.gov/item/2016838799/

Teaching History in a Time of CrisisTeaching History in a Time of Crisis

Dear All,

Highlights from ourHighlights from our
Executive DirectorExecutive Director

http://www.ncheteach.org
https://ncheteach.org/Become-A-Member-Temp
https://ncheteach.org/Registration
https://ncheteach.org/about-nche
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07egqun0zk52c38a7e&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4E-Q6SBMq4
https://youtu.be/_AHiUqikHAM
http://www.ncheteach.org
https://youtu.be/J7pAJ1gRGxE
https://youtu.be/t8CIxP-wYVI
https://addran.tcu.edu/view/kara-vuic
https://www.learningplunge.org/
http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org
https://info.money.org/citc-2021
https://www.fablevisiongames.com/civics
https://voicesforsuffrage.com/app


There has been a lot of talk about patriotic history
education in the past month. The theme for October’s
History Matters! is democracy, so I would like to take a
moment to address what I think patriotic history education
looks like, as implemented by NCHE members and other
history educators around the country. History educators
promote democratic ideals in their classroom every
day. Educators, you stand for equality when you teach
lessons that make all your students feel that they and their
families are included in the historical narrative. You stand
for justice and equity when you insist on teaching about
systems of racism, oppression, and slavery, while also
emphasizing the humanity, resistance, and dignity of those
who have been oppressed. You uphold a tradition of civil
discourse when you teach students to weigh evidence from
historical documents, to look for multiple perspectives, and
to make room for differing interpretations. You stand for
hope and joy when you teach about the many extraordinary
characters and cultures that are woven through our national
narrative. The way we tell our story really does matter as
we move forward, and loving your country does not mean
avoiding histories that are hard. Thank you, history
educators, for your contributions to democracy.

Sincerely,

Grace Leatherman
Executive Director, NCHE

NCHE Signs On to AHA NCHE Signs On to AHA Position Position StatementStatement

The NCHE Board voted to join more than 40 other
organizations in signing onto the American Historical
Association's statement about the recent "White House
Conference on American History". You can read the full
statement below.

Read the AHA Statement

NCHE Executive Director
Grace Leatherman joined
other educators for the
"America 250 History
Education Listening
Session". Check out the
entire episode below, and
look for Grace's comments
about 42 minutes into the
session.

Sharon RobinsonSharon Robinson
Wins GratefulWins Grateful
America BookAmerica Book
PrizePrize

Sharon Robinson, daughter
of Jackie Robinson, has
published a Young Adult
memoir about the summer of
1963.

InvestigateInvestigate

We the People: Energizing Students' Citizenship
by Jennifer Jolley, Social Studies Teacher, Palm Bay Magnet High School (Melbourne, FL)by Jennifer Jolley, Social Studies Teacher, Palm Bay Magnet High School (Melbourne, FL)

Now more than ever, it is essential to empower students to understand our American principles
of liberty, equality, and self-rule. Historical understanding and civic competency are essential to
our American republic. As teachers, we hold the responsibility to teach students how to discuss
controversial topics and to help students grapple with historical events. As a veteran social
studies teacher of twenty-seven years, I have observed students becoming more complacent
about American history and government. Some have formed negative opinions of our founding

https://www.historians.org/news-and-advocacy/aha-advocacy/aha-statement-on-the-recent-white-house-conference-on-american-history-(september-2020)
https://gratefulamericanbookprize.com/


fathers, the founding of our nation, and other key moments without understanding multiple
perspectives. To promote an active citizenry, we teachers must work toward a classroom
community that nurtures engagement and boosts an open discussion of ideas. Students can
learn their voice is valuable.
My philosophy in teaching is to uphold American principles found in the Declaration of
Independence: all men are created equal; are endowed with unalienable rights ; the purpose of
government is to secure these rights; just powers of government are derived by consent of the
governed; and people hold the right to alter or abolish when government becomes destructive
of these rights. A bedrock American principle is (small "r") republicanism. The Constitution
begins with three powerful words, “We the People.” These words define our history of
revolution, purpose, and strength. Perhaps James Madison said it best in Federalist No. 39, “It
is evident that no other form would be reconcilable with the genius of the people of America;
with the fundamental principles of the revolution; or with that honourable determination which
animates every votary of freedom, to rest all our political experiments on the capacity of
mankind for self-government.” Yes, Madison warned of the passions of people and factions, but
he still trusted people to self-rule. In No. 39, Madison expressed how the Constitution would
support the voice of people, our American principles, and the power of people to make
decisions for their government.

Abraham Lincoln scribbled a note in January 1861, entitled “Fragments of the Constitution and
Union” and referenced the Constitution as the silver frame that protects the apple of gold (our
American principles). “The principle of “Liberty to all” — the principle that clears the path for all
— gives hope to all …The expression of that principle, in our Declaration of Independence,
was most happy, and fortunate... we could not, I think, have secured our free government…”
The principle of republicanism, or “consent of the governed” coined in the Declaration of
Independence, is protected by the frame of the American Constitution. Voting is crucial in our
republic. The year 2020 is not only a Presidential Election year, it is the Centennial of the 19th

Amendment and the 55th Anniversary of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. American voices and
movements have shaped voting rights, our Constitution, and our self-government. Students
should engage in democratic discourse and civic engagement in order to embrace the meaning
of Lincoln’s and Madison’s words. Perhaps when they vote, they will have a grasp of American
history and American democracy.  

Emmy Lou and the Doughboys:Emmy Lou and the Doughboys:
Gender and Wholesome Fun in theGender and Wholesome Fun in the
Great WarGreat War

Kara Dixon Vuic from Texas Christian
University presented an incredible webinar
as part of our Technology and Innovation
in American History series.

This webinar follows Emma Young
Dickson as she leaves home for the first
time, endures the turmoil of war, and
ultimately passes on a legacy of wartime
service to her daughter. It places Emma in
the broader history of women’s wartime
work, the expanding place of women in
American society, and the larger struggle
for women’s suffrage.

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-10-02-0234
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/fragment-on-the-constitution-and-union/
https://addran.tcu.edu/view/kara-vuic
https://ncheteach.org/Webinars-Archived


New NCHE WebsiteNew NCHE Website

We're proud to present our
new website! Make sure you
take a moment and explore all
that we have to offer! Have
you checked out the NCHE
member perks lately?

We're debuting our new URL
that reflects our commitment
to the teaching and learning of
history: www.ncheteach.org

You can still find us at
www.nche.net, and as always,
you can find us on social
media (@historyed on Twitter
and NC4HE on Facebook) for
the latest, up-to-the-minute
updates.

More to the Movement: Women of Color inMore to the Movement: Women of Color in
the Suffrage Movementthe Suffrage Movement

Elizabeth Novara from the Library of Congress
delivered this important webinar that adds much
needed complexity to the suffrage movement and
illuminates the contributions from women of color.
This webinar was presented as part of our Equity
Summit this past August.

Picking a President: The Founders HadPicking a President: The Founders Had
ThoughtsThoughts

Going back to an episode of "History Matters
(...and so does coffee!)" from this summer,
Yale historian and NCHE board member
Joanne Freeman discussed how Founders
thought about presidential elections.

"History Matters (...and so does coffee!)" can
be seen every week at 10am Eastern, and
past episodes can be found at our YouTube
channel or at
www.ncheteach.org/Conversations

EmpowerEmpower

The Fundamental Importance of Integrating Civics Education in the HistoryThe Fundamental Importance of Integrating Civics Education in the History
ClassroomClassroom
By Sari Beth Rosenberg, Social Studies Teacher, High School for Environmental Studies (New York, NY)By Sari Beth Rosenberg, Social Studies Teacher, High School for Environmental Studies (New York, NY)

Against the backdrop of a once-in-a-lifetime global pandemic and perhaps the most
consequential presidential election in modern American history, teaching civics has never felt
more crucial. When planning out my curriculum for the school year, I had two major goals:
digitize my materials for the new remote model and find pathways to empower students
through civic engagement. Converting almost two decades worth of material into online content
is a work in progress. However, thanks to the late Congressman John Lewis, I had the perfect
way to frame my United States History and Government classes with a civics lens. The first

https://ncheteach.org/Become-A-Member-Temp
http://www.ncheteach.org
http://www.nche.net
https://www.loc.gov/
https://ncheteach.org/conversation-post/National-Council-for-History-Education-Equity-Summit
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXfo9efq9utWJzTOO2xTjcY4znD5wuWX4
https://ncheteach.org/Conversations


major assignment of the school year was to read Lewis’s New York Times Op-Ed, “Together,
You Can Redeem the Soul of America.” His final message to America serves as a powerful
blueprint for young people to get civically engaged. Before assigning the article, I began class
by asking students to write down words they associate with “America”. I did not know what sort
of class discussion to expect in a remote setting, but the chat immediately exploded with
enthusiastic student responses: “no justice, no peace,” “we need to vote,” “sidelined,” “Black
Lives Matter,” “climate change is real,” “capitalism,” and “opportunity?”. 

In my close to two decades of teaching, I have never seen such a large percentage of my
classes energized to discuss this topic. Furthermore, I was impressed by how most of them
immediately connected the question with the urgent need for their generation’s involvement in
the political process. A 2020 Tuft University study corroborates what I observed in my classes.
According to this study, 50% of young voters are trying to convince their peers to vote, 25% of
young voters have registered new voters, and 27% of young voters have marched or protested.
This data combined with anecdotal evidence is great news for history educators across
America. Young people are more activated than in previous years because so many of their
original goals have been sidelined as a result of the global pandemic. In addition, as they were
quarantined in their apartments, they witnessed, in real time, a resurgence of our national
reckoning with systemic racism. They are also deeply concerned about the looming threat of
climate change. In order to address these concerns, young people are craving the tools that
only a civics education can provide. 

When students came back to class the next day after reading John Lewis, they told me they felt
“inspired” and motivated to encourage everyone to vote and protect our democracy. Students
who are not yet eligible to vote asked for other ways to get involved. I shared with them two
nonpartisan avenues: the Poll Hero Project, recruiting thousands of college and high school
students to be paid poll workers to make the 2020 Election a success, and Prom At The Polls,
a grassroots student-led event focused on giving students the unique prom that they deserve,
while also encouraging them to vote and to register to vote.

I am here to tell you, my fellow history educators, this is the moment we have been waiting for
our whole careers. Let’s seize this opportunity and empower Generation Z with the robust civics
education they are craving.

“Why Learn History? (When It's Already on Your“Why Learn History? (When It's Already on Your
Phone)” WebinarPhone)” Webinar
Sam Wineburg, Professor, Stanford University

Tuesday October 13, 2020, 7:30-8:30pm ET

Why? Because while Google can do many things, it can't teach
discernment. Today's young people learn history not by going to
their local library but by scrolling on their phones. In this webinar,
Sam Wineburg will tie the principles of historical thinking to the
challenges we and our students face in separating fact from fiction
on the Internet. 

Register Here

The National Council for History Education Announces the 2020-2021
Teacher Advisory Group

The National Council for History Education (NCHE) is proud to announce the selection of the
2020-2021 NCHE Teacher Advisory Group. The Teacher Advisory Group will meet regularly
with NCHE staff as well as members of the NCHE board to provide ideas, feedback, and to
support the NCHE mission of supporting the teaching and learning of history. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/opinion/john-lewis-civil-rights-america.html
https://now.tufts.edu/news-releases/new-poll-young-people-energized-unprecedented-2020-election
https://www.pollhero.org/
https://www.promatthepolls.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uzjrjLBSTKi9WwYM4QmwWg


Congratulations to returning TAG members: Amanda Cowgill, Katie Daitoku, Jennifer Jolley,
Melissa Mitchell, Ellen Resnek, and Christian Scott. Welcome and congratulations to our
newest TAG members: Lois MacMillan, Kevin Cline, Laura Goorvitch, Deborah Rowland,
Jennifer Baniewicz, and Tashena Melton. You will find more information about these
outstanding educators on the NCHE website. Be sure to watch for their contributions to NCHE,
including featured articles in History Matters and resources for teachers!

EngageEngage

Women & Politics: Empowered to Vote, Empowered toWomen & Politics: Empowered to Vote, Empowered to
Lead Presented by PNCLead Presented by PNC
By Kelly Falcone-Hall, President and CEO of the Western Reserve Historical SocietyBy Kelly Falcone-Hall, President and CEO of the Western Reserve Historical Society

Western Reserve Historical Society (WRHS) is dedicated to
connecting the community with the rich history of Northeast Ohio.
WRHS’s most recent endeavor, a new online exhibit Women andWomen and
Politics | Empowered to Vote, Empowered to LeadPolitics | Empowered to Vote, Empowered to Lead, marks the
100th anniversary of women’s suffrage and the 100th anniversary
of the League of Women Voters.

Presented by PNC and WRHS in collaboration with the League of
Women Voters of Greater Cleveland, Women and Politics traces
the story of women’s empowerment, exploring the early days of
the suffragist movement, the successful fight for the 19th
Amendment, the birth and growth of the League of Women Voters
as a force for good government and the election of northern Ohio
women to positions of power on the local, state, and national
levels. 

Women and Politics allows guests to explore the experiences and
significant contributions of women of all races and backgrounds  in
the long and complicated struggle for suffrage and voting rights.
By examining the lives and stories of local suffragists, this digital
exhibit reveals the complicated intricacies of the movement, as
well as its long-lasting effects on society. Participants are
encouraged to reexamine what they thought they knew about the
battle for women’s right to vote and will inspire them to exercise
that right today.
 

Do you have an idea related to
history or history education to
share with our membership? You
might consider submitting a blog
or History Matters article
proposal.

Send a 200 word proposal to
matt@nche.net and include:

Name and Affiliation
Overview of your

HistoryPlunge HistoryPlunge Virtual TournamentsVirtual Tournaments

HistoryPlunge, created
by LearningPlunge in
association with the
Smithsonian National
Portrait Gallery, is an
interactive game that is
designed for

classrooms, schools, and as part of their national

https://ncheteach.org/Teacher-Advisory-Group
mailto:matt@nche.net
https://www.learningplunge.org//


blog/article
Timeline and approximate
word count

tournament series. They are taking their tournaments
online this fall and are looking for teams from schools
across the country to participate. HistoryPlunge is a unique
opportunity for students to interact with historical facts and
to compete against students from across the country. Click
on the link to find out more!

KidCitizen Contest

Members of the TPS Teachers Network
are invited to join the KidCitizen Guest
Director Contest! This contest will allow
members of the TPS Teachers Network to
suggest primary sources to be used in the
next two KidCitizen episodes. If you are
not already a member of the TPS
Teachers Network, see details here on
how to join for free.

The funded project, entitled KidCitizen
Expandable Mobile and Online Apps for
Elementary grades on Congress and Civic
Participation, focuses on the development
and delivery of extensible cross-platform
apps for iOS and Android devices and web
browsers designed for children in grades
K-5. KidCitizen introduces a new way for
young students (K-5) to engage with
history through primary sources. In
KidCitizen’s interactive episodes, children
explore civics and government concepts
by investigating primary source
photographs from the Library of
Congress.  

Teaching American History SeminarTeaching American History Seminar

Teaching with Primary Sources Course: Bring the LOC to Your ClassroomTeaching with Primary Sources Course: Bring the LOC to Your Classroom

Join this free online course open to teachers of all subjects and grade levels for an
opportunity to learn more about how to bring Library of Congress resources to your
room.

The course meets online on Wednesdays from 4-5pm ET on from October 21-November
18th. Teachers can receive 30 recertification/licensure renewal points.

Engage students in inquiry with the rich, digitized collections from the world’s
largest library, the Library of Congress.
Develop authentic assessments and media literacy activities.
Collect photographs, prints, oral histories, film clips, political cartoons, maps,
manuscripts, sound recording primary sources to inject real-life relevance in
learning.
Choose fully prepared, ready-to-use primary source sets, lesson plans and
analytical tools to enhance critical thinking. 
Dig deeply into historical newspapers (1835-1963) to uncover stories and cultures
from the past in order to teach perspective.

Email information@tpsnva.org for more information or to register.

https://www.kidcitizen.net/news/2020/guest-director-contest
mailto:information@tpsnva.org


Illinois Holocaust MuseumIllinois Holocaust Museum
Virtual Field TripsVirtual Field Trips

The Illinois Holocaust
Museum and Education

Center has created a series
of virtual field trips that are
available in addition to their

in-person tours. Each field trip
is designed to highlight a

specific aspect of historical
memory and support student

learning.

Coins in the ClassroomCoins in the Classroom
WebinarWebinar

American NumismaticAmerican Numismatic
AssociationAssociation

US Census Constitution DayUS Census Constitution Day
ResourcesResources

Constitution Day may have
passed, but the resources
from the US Census are
fantastic any time of year!
Check out lessons and
access to data that is sure to
enrich your classroom!

Do your students have what it takes to
be the next hit Broadway musical
producers? In this civics learning game,
students assume the role of a theater
producer adapting true events from
United States history to the stage.

What was so important about the 1848
Seneca Falls Convention? How did the
path to suffrage differ between states?
In Voices for Suffrage, students use
primary sources to explore, replay, and
engage with these questions and many
more that form the women’s suffrage
movement.

Conference CornerConference Corner



"Early Bird" RegistrationEarly Bird" Registration

Rates will increase on January 1, 2021

To register and to see more details, go to:
Conference RegistrationsConference Registrations

Proposal Submission Deadline ApproachingProposal Submission Deadline Approaching

https://www.ilholocaustmuseum.org/field-trip-options/?vgo_ee=PCZYhLjhKqHSqNOHqMAPdA%3D%3D
https://info.money.org/citc-2021
https://info.money.org/citc-2021
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/resources/constitution-day.html
https://ncheteach.org/Registration


Submit by October 26, 2020
 

To submit a proposal, go to:
 2021 Call for Proposals2021 Call for Proposals

The Paul A. Gagnon PrizeThe Paul A. Gagnon Prize
  
The 2021 Paul A. Gagnon Prize will be presented to either a 
K-12 history teacher who exhibits exceptional historical 
scholarship or an individual or group that has made a 
significant contribution to the promotion of history education.

For more details, go to:
Gagnon Prize

Application deadline is December 4, 2020

Virtual Field Trip HighlightVirtual Field Trip Highlight

National WWI Museum and MemorialNational WWI Museum and Memorial

Join the National WWI Museum and Memorial for
a special interactive virtual tour and conversation.

A Museum Educator will guide you through the Main
Gallery where we’ll examine several important objects,
discuss the enduring impact of the Great War and talk

about ways to actively integrate it into the classroom. You’ll
also get an insider look at the how’s and why’s of collecting

with museum staff. Time for questions will be included.

To learn more about our Field Trips, click herehere.

Keynote SpeakersKeynote Speakers

Philip DeloriaPhilip Deloria
Harvard University

Annette Gordon-Reed
Harvard University

Anne Kelly KnowlesAnne Kelly Knowles
University of Maine

https://ncheteach.org/conference
https://ncheteach.org/Paul-A-Gagnon-Prize
https://ncheteach.org/conference
https://ncheteach.org/files/galleries/Philip_Deloria_Bio.pdf
https://ncheteach.org/files/galleries/Annette_Gordon-Reed_Bio.pdf
https://ncheteach.org/files/galleries/Anne_Kelly_Knowles_Bio-0001.pdf


Andrés ReséndezAndrés Reséndez
University of California, Davis

Laurel Thatcher UlrichLaurel Thatcher Ulrich
Harvard University

The National Council for History EducationThe National Council for History Education
www.ncheteach.org       

https://ncheteach.org/files/galleries/Andres_Resendez_Bio.pdf
https://ncheteach.org/files/galleries/Laurel_Thatcher_Ulrich_Bio-0001.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/NC4HE
http://twitter.com/#!/historyed
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/National-Council-History-Education-1782127?trk=myg_ugrp_ovr

