Chapter 9.4 Discussion Questions

1.) Watch Seneca Falls Convention The Vote Video.  

2.) Read the Declaration of Sentiments (1848) (for Questions a.)-c.) (below)). 

a.) Why do you think the Declaration of Sentiments was so closely and deliberately modeled after the Declaration of Independence?  Explain. 

b.) Check out the seventh grievance in the Declaration of Sentiments.  Is the Declaration of Sentiments analogizing the treatment of women in the United States in 1848 to slavery?  Explain. 

c.) The Declaration of Sentiments demands the “equal station to which they [i.e., women] are entitled.”  What does this mean?  Explain. 

3.) Watch STL History Minute Virginia Minor Video.  

4.) Open Minor v Happersett (for Questions a.)-g.) (below)). 

a.) Study Dr. Barnidge’s notes at the top of p. 165 of Minor v Happersett (1874) (Minor).  What question does the Supreme Court address in Minor? 

b.) Study Dr. Barnidge’s notes at the middle of p. 165 of Minor.  Articulate Minor’s argument in no more than a sentence. 

c.) Study Dr. Barnidge’s notes at the bottom of p. 170 of Minor.  In what hypothetical scenario does the Court concede that the “[C]onstitution and laws of Missouri confining it [i.e., suffrage] to men [. . . would be] in violation of the Constitution of the United States, as amended, and consequently void” (170)? 

d.) Study Dr. Barnidge’s notes at the middle of p. 171 of Minor.  According to the Court, did the Fourteenth Amendment add to the privileges and immunities of citizenship? 

e.) Study Dr. Barnidge’s notes at the bottom of p. 171 to the top of p. 172 of Minor.  The Court here examines whether suffrage was inherent to citizenship at the time of the Constitution’s adoption.  Why is this so consequential a question?  Put differently, what are the implications for Minor’s case of an answer in the affirmative (or the negative)? 

f.) Study Dr. Barnidge’s notes at the bottom of p. 177 to the top of p. 178 of Minor.  What role does the Court say the passing of an extended time should play in constitutional interpretation?  Do you agree with the Court’s view?  Why, or why not?  Explain. 

g.) Watch 25.30-27.52 of Scalia Talk Amsterdam.  Would Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia agree with the point that the Court makes at the middle of p. 178 of Minor (see Dr. Barnidge’s notes at the middle of p. 178)?  Why, or why not?  Explain. 

5.) Equal Protection and Standards of Review (for Questions a.)-c.) (below)). 

a.) Does the equal protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment permit state action that treats different groups of people differently?  Explain. 

b.) Study Dr. Barnidge’s notes on p. 15 of the Supreme Court’s opinion in Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v. President and Fellows of Harvard College (2023) .  
Identify the standard of review that applies to state action that treats different groups of people differently based on race and the two elements that must exist to sustain such action. 

c.) Name and describe the other two standards of review in equal protection cases and the different groups to which these standards apply.  

6.) Watch Equal Rights Amendment Debate Phyllis Schlafly Peg Anderson Video.  
