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What is a primary source?




What is a primary source?
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What is a primary source?
[COLUMBIA BARS FOOTBALL\]

FACULTY AXE DESCENDS.
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Committee Says Game Is Danger-
ous to Human Life.
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| The Columbia Committee on Student Or-
ganizations passed resolutions abolishing
football at the university.
Edmund Wetmore, a member of the Board

of Overseers of Harvard University, said the g

board at its next meeting would probably ’i

take up the reform of football. ‘ . : L
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn830302 https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83
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What is a primary source?

A Primary Source is an item or object
directly connected to a topic and time.



What is a primary source?

A Primary Source is an item or object
directly connected to a topic and time.

Misconceptions
Sources are always “primary” or “secondary”
Primary Sources are “fact” while secondary are
“opinion”

Primary Sources are always “first-hand accounts”



Why do I use primary sources in
student learning?




Why do I use primary sources in student learning?

It gives students ownership ¥ :
of their learning.
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Why do I use primary sources in student learning?

Gives an opportunity for
everyone to participate.




Why do I use primary sources in student learning?

Gives them the opportunity
to work with items that do
not have all of the answers.



Why do I use primary sources in student learning?

Honors multiple
perspectives.



Why do I use primary sources in student learning?

Helps students ask their
own questions that they
want to find the answer to.



Why do I use primary sources in student learning?

Gives students a framework
to think independently.



How do I select primary sources?




How do I select primary sources?
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How do I select primary sources?

Compelling
: Strategy for
Primary Analysis

Integration
into Other
Learning



Source and
Contextualize

GOING DOWNI! There's many a little spill at ieapfrog. And many a little cut
or scratch. But after the cut has been treated properly. a quickly applied
Band-Aid will help keep out the dirt. Band-Aid is a neat, ready-made
be ige of gauze and adhesive. Just stick one on . . . it stayson . . . even
on hard-to-bandage places. Ideal for minor cuts, burns, or blisters. Buy a
box of genuine Band-Aid today. It's made only by Johnson & Johnson.




Analyze through
the lens of an
person reading
an advertisement

GOING DOWNI! There's many a little spill at ieapfrog. And many a little cut
or scratch. But after the cut has been treated properly. a quickly applied
Aid will help keep out the dirt. Band-Aid is a neat, ready-made

¢ of gauze and adhesive. Just stick one on . . . it stays on . . . even
rd-to-bandage places. Ideal for minor cuts, burns, or blisters. Buy a

box of genuine Band-Aid today. It's made only by Johnson & Johnson.




Analyze through
the lens of a
historian

GOING DOWNI! There's many a little spill at ieapfrog. And many a little cut
or scratch. But after the cut has been treated properly. a quickly applied
Band-Aid will help keep out the dirt. Band-Aid is a neat, ready-made
be ige of gauze and adhesive. Just stick one on . . . it stayson . . . even
on hard-to-bandage places. Ideal for minor cuts, burns, or blisters. Buy a
box of genuine Band-Aid today. It's made only by Johnson & Johnson.




Why these sources?

e Many show children

e Small amounts of
text

e Recognizable

elements
oomooowm'rher s many a little spill at ieapfrog. And many a little (
or sc Bt ft the th bcct tcdp pcl q kl ;pl
e Speakto an area of
m.".« an ac nor cuts, burns, or bh
curriculum

e Can be analyzed with
strategies students
know




How do I select primary sources?

Compelling
: Strategy for
Primary Analysis

Integration
into Other
Learning



what role do I play?

How do students analyze a primary source and

The Teacher:

Frames the analysis
Gives students an
analysis strategy
Provides guidance
Assessing/Connecting
to other learning

The Student:

Works within the
teacher’s framing
Follows the strategy
Uses analysis to inform
other learning



How do students analyze a primary source and

what role do I play?

The Teacher:

e Frames the analysis

“Today we're going to analyze these
primary sources looking at them as
advertisements. Look for clues
within the image and text that gives
evidence about what the product is,
what its benefit is, and who it is
meant for. Mark on your paper
because we will be looking for
patterns between the different
advertisements next ”



How do students analyze a primary source and

what role do I play?

The Teacher:

e Frames the analysis

“We are going to analyze photos
from a newspaper from long ago.
These photos show us what life
was like for children. Let's look for
clues that tell us what life was like
for them. We're going to take
what you see and later compare it
to our lives now.”



How do students analyze a primary source and

what role do I play?

The Teacher:

e Gives students an
analysis strategy

“It is about making
careful observations of
a text and then

interpretations of those
observations.”

-Patricia Kain for the Writing Center at Harvard
University, 1998



Close Reading Framework

Read Use Lens to Use Patterns to
Through a ‘ Uncover ‘ Develop New
Lens Patterns Understanding



Assessing/Connecting to

Other Learning

“Let’s take this idea and create our
own advertisement for Band-Aids
using the same strategy as the
people who created the ads for
Band-Aids 80 years ago.”
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But no harm done becau ft the cut has bc !
Band-Aid is there to dress th d Ba d A d

of gauze and 'adh ¢. Easy to p and o

for knees, elbows, and other ha d t b d g pI
‘enuneBndAdLookf the Red Cro thbo

BAND-AID

- ADHISIV! IANDAGIS







' ! Wk this 15 a
| awig Sthool .
- :.:‘é’ﬁ{;{ tget Q'L’t) 5

MoM.

3 »:-* ’(’0 n \)\Ql)\ an) \Jme'



155 RICHARDSON DMRS 5, BURRES
N 0
b ‘éa wWw 6
b ’\V? &L/ g

NEW ORLEANS
LOS ANGELES
SAN FRANCISCO




More of my favorite Thanksgiving related
primary sources



http://captainlibrary.blogspot.com/2014/11/my-favorite-thanksgiving-primary-sources.html
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Read more at
the Blog on
LOC.gov



https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2015/01/heliocentric-geocentric-using-library-of-congress-ebooks-to-explore-science-related-primary-sources/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2015/01/heliocentric-geocentric-using-library-of-congress-ebooks-to-explore-science-related-primary-sources/
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Why do I use primary sources in student learning?

It gives students ownership
of their learning.

Gives an opportunity for
everyone to participate.

Honors multiple
perspectives.

Gives them the opportunity
to work with items that do
not have all of the answers.

Helps students ask their
own questions that they
want to find the answer to.

Gives students a framework
to think independently.



e Primary source
analysis strategy is
key

e Collaboration helps

students do more than

they could alon
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Questions

| SOURCES

Strategies for Teaching
Tom Bober
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