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3 Dynamic Units
 Reconstruction, 

1865-1877
 The Rise of Jim Crow, 1877-

1900
 Challenging Jim Crow, 1900-

1919

24 Primary Resources
 Paintings
 Photographs
 Documents
 Political Cartoons
 Timelines
 And more! 

6 Life Stories
 Short biographies of 

well-known and 
lesser-known 
individuals
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Essential Questions

Why is it important to use primary resources in the social studies classroom? 

How were the citizenship 
rights of African Americans 
suppressed following the 

end of the Civil War?

What methods were used to 
combat this suppression?



Interrogating Primary Sources

Left: “Mr. Rice will appear as
Jim Crow,” 1835. New-York
Historical Society Library,
Gift of Bella C. Landauer
Right: “Amendment XIV,” National
Constitution Center, 
https://constitution center



Interrogating Primary Sources
IMAGE

Observation: What do you see?

Interpretation: What do those details tell you 
about this source?

Inference: What does the image teach you 
about the topic? 

DOCUMENT

Observation: Read the document.

Interpretation: Determine what the document 
is and what it is saying. 

Inference: What does the document tell us 
about the past?



Primary Source Study
Select one image or document from each packet of images. 

Use the Observation/Interpretation/Inference strategy to investigate your primary source. 

Introduce yourself to a neighbor, and discuss what the primary source you looked at teaches you 
about the topic.



Primary Source Reflection

What do the resources you selected reveal about the ways black citizenship rights were 
suppressed and how African Americans resisted that suppression? 



Life Stories
IDA B. WELLS JANET RANDOLPH

Cihak and Zima, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, ca. 1893-
1894. University of Chicago Library, Special 
Collections Research Center.

“Mrs. Norman V. Randolph,” A Souvenir Book of 
the Jefferson Davis Memorial Association and the 
Unveiling of the Monument, Richmond, Va., June 
3rd, 1907. The New York Public Library, Astor, 
Lenox and Tilden Foundations.



Pair-Share
Who did you learn about? 

What was life like for this person growing up?

In what ways did this individual act in support of or against black citizenship rights? 



Wrapping Up

Why is it important to use primary resources in the social studies classroom? 

How were the citizenship 
rights of African Americans 
suppressed following the 

end of the Civil War?

What methods were used to 
combat this suppression?



Thank you! 
WWW.NYHISTORY.ORG/CURRICULUM-LIBRARY


