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Why do we 
play/listen to 

music?
Turn to your neighbor, share! (1 minute)



Origin

The music of Latin America is the product of 
three major influences:

● Indigenous 
● European (mostly Spanish and Portuguese)
● African



Indigenous Music

● Linguistically-based 
● Refers to individuals who have roots in 

Spanish-speaking countries, including 
people from Spain

● Geographically-based 

● individuals who have roots in Latin 
America 

● includes Brazil (Portuguese), Suriname 
(Dutch), and Haiti (French), for ex. 

Indigenous

Latino/a/e/x:



Indigenous Instruments

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated annually 
nationwide through festivals, art shows, 
conferences, cuisine, community gatherings, 
and much more!

Beginning in 1968, 
Hispanic Heritage 
Week was officially 
observed.

It was later extended 
to a Hispanic Heritage 
Month  in 1988, and 
each year since, 
through a Presidential 
Proclamation.



European Music

● Brought their own music and musical 
instruments which were more string-
based.



African Music



African Instruments

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated annually 
nationwide through festivals, art shows, 
conferences, cuisine, community gatherings, 
and much more!

Beginning in 1968, 
Hispanic Heritage 
Week was officially 
observed.

It was later extended 
to a Hispanic Heritage 
Month  in 1988, and 
each year since, 
through a Presidential 
Proclamation.



How do we get to today’s Latin American 
music

Conquest: 
imposition 

Indigenous 
Development

Transculturation

Slave Trade

Hybridization of musical practices occurs in every region. The imported art /music practices 

became part of the colonial cultures and were in turn infused with local and regional instruments. 

Today, various national musical characteristics had asserted themselves in all types of musical 
practice, while international trends flowed into the regional musical stream as well.

Music and dance are interdependent, and to some extent dance is part of the music story, 

especially in the sacred and secular folk realm. As folk dances transformed into social and ballroom 
dances current around the world in the 21st century, and as popular music traveled with emigrants, 

Latin American music and dance have become important in other places, especially the United 

States. 



Son cumbia

samba

mariachi



THANK 
YOU!
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