
NCHE Conference

Four Corners Primary 

Source Analysis

Saturday, March 16, 2019



See It:
• What are the 

keys to 
exemplary Four 
Corners 
annotations?

• How will this 
impact written 
analysis of 
primary sources?
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Sourcing:

• Author’s Point of View

❑Students consider the author’s name, geographical location, 

job/role, race, gender, political affiliation, etc

• Historical Context 

❑Students ID what they know about the topic and time period 

and pushes for precise academic vocabulary

• Audience 

❑Students determine the type of source (ie. speech, letter, article, 

etc.) and intended viewers/readers/listeners

Name It:
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Analysis:

• Author’s Claim 

❑Students record a paraphrase of the sub-arguments and overall 

argument in the document

• Author’s Purpose

❑Students determine author’s motives by considering why the 

author chose this type of source to communicate this message 

at this time to this audience

• Significance Statement

❑Students answer the prompt and group sources for oral and 

written analysis

Name It:



Do It:

1. Read the source line

2. Fill in POV, HC and AUD

3. Read the text for AC

4. Fill in AP

5. Record SIG

**Use the prompts on page 8**
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Spar!
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Do It:

1. Read the source 
line

2. Fill in POV, HC 
and AUD

3. Read the text for 
AC

4. Fill in AP

5. Record SIG

**Use the prompts on 
page 8**
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Spar!
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Historians read beyond author’s claim.

They ask: Why did this person use this format to make 

this argument to this audience at this time?

Core Idea:
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See It:
• Where do you see 

evidence of the Four 
Corners analysis in this 
student’s writing?

• What is the connection 
between strong Four 
Corners annotations and 
strong written analysis?
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• Strong AC= Strong Paraphrased Evidence

❑Students can plug their paraphrased arguments right into their 

DBQ body paragraphs

• Analysis of Evidence Through POV, HC, AUD or AP

❑After the evidence, students choose one corner and analyze 

their evidence through it

Name It:



Strong annotations result in strong writing.

Core Idea:
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Do It:
1. Reread the 

prompt and body 
paragraph 
argument

2. Read the first 
piece evidence 
and analyze it 
through one of 
the Four Corners.

3. Repeat for the 
second piece of 
evidence

**Use the sentence 
starters on page 9**
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