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STATION: CORE letter to President

1. Did the White House ever receive this letter or send a reply? How do you know?

2. What are “Gandhian principles”?

3. What references do you see to any ultimate causes of the Civil Rights Movement?

4. Who was Robert E. Lee and why do you think James Farmer quotes him?

STATION: Envelope addressed to J. Dolan

1. Who is the sender and who is the recipient of the letter? What is the probable relationship
between the two men?

2. What would you guess are the jobs and/or status of each person? What is your evidence?

3. What is the date of the letter? (HINT: look at the postmark)



STATION: Gallup Poll, May 1961

1. What is a Gallup Poll and how reliable is it?

2. What were the results of the poll?

3. Did the results surprise you? Why or why not?

STATION: Arrest Report § Jail Verdict Slip

1. Who is John Luther Dolan? Make your best guess based on his demographic information.

2. When was John Dolan arrested? How does this fit into the timeline of the letter?

3. What was John Dolan’s crime? Explain.

4. Where was John Dolan finally arrested and sentenced? How does this relate to Eyes on the Prize:
Ain’t Scared of Your Jails?

5. What was John Dolan’s punishment (include start & stop dates)? Do you think this was a fair
consequence for his action? Why or why not?



STATION: CORE-LATOR (STL)

1. What exactly was the “CORE-LATOR"? Make your best guess.

2. How reliable is this medium? Explain.

3. What are the specific techniques and/or goals of the “Freedom Walk"?

4. Why do you think this “new” tactic was developed, especially given CORE'’s association with the
Freedom Rides?

STATION: CORE-LATOR (NOLA)

1. Where was John Dolan arrested in contrast to the members of the New Orleans CORE?

2. What were the arrest charges against John Dolan, George Blevins, and Frank Nelson? To what
degree do you believe the three men were charged with a legitimate crime? Explain.

3. According to CORE-LATOR, how did the NOLA police treat the three CORE men? What did they
accuse the CORE members of to provoke their reaction? Be specific.

4. Why did Dolan, Blevins, and Nelson submit affidavits to the U.S. Attorney General?



POST-READING (HW): Letter to John L. Dolan

1.

How does the tone of the letter's greeting convey the father's emotions?

Why do you think the father says that he hopes his son’s “sanity will return”?

What “group” does he mention? How does the father feel about the "publicity"? How do you
know?

What does "studiously polite" mean? How does the father interpret this?

What do the father and son have in common? How do you know?

Who is Bob Hanson? What's your best guess?

What is the father's greatest fear for his son's future?



8. What do you think the father wants, using "every system [he] could think of"?

9. What does "bon voyage" actually mean and why does the father not use it as a closing?

10. How does the tone of the letter's closing convey the father's emotions?



Response to John Dolan’s father

Type a one-page (minimum) response to John Luther Dolan’s father as if you were that Freedom Rider.

Make sure you date your letter, “January 2", 1962”, the day his jail sentence ended.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. An appropriate greeting (opening or salutation): for example, “Dear, Dad”

2. An appropriate closing: for example, “Love, John" or “Your Son”

3. References to his jail sentence in Mississippi (more than his arrest in NOLA)
4,

References to specifics in his father's letter (eg., address the father’s claims), partly because his

reply to his father’s letter would be months later and the father would not necessarily recall

everything he wrote, originally.
5. Aclear tone based on your interpretation of his life after prison. Is he bitter? Inspired?

HINTS:

Specific details make for a more vivid and effective kind of communication. You may take liberties
regarding your characterization of Dolan’s prison term for this assignment. Finally, consider you and your
peer’s contributions to the “disappointments” survey in order to inform your letter back to John’s father.

RUBRIC:

CRITERION

STRONG

OK

NEEDS WORK

Greeting + Closing /
Consistent Tone
throughout response?

References to his
father’s letter? Claims
refuted or confirmed?

Description of prison
sentence in
Mississippi?




___6/26/6]
MO, DAY YEAR

Dolan
(Last Name)

2140 Oxford Street

Berkley
Address =

BREACH OF THE PEA
(Charge

ARRESTING OFFICERS Captain J,

REMARKS

ARREST REPOR'
HINDS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

— E John
(First Name)

OFFICE

Luther
(Middle nitial)

I |
Calif. L3 0| w M

Age | Race | Sex _

James L. Spencer
. (Judge)

i $200,00 Fine and 4 Months in Jail

v

Lousisana

ulmn"( .

Alabama

MAYD. NG TN W aue 3 Rowr wovrs ‘met |
7‘ s o el o b

St s

by order of Judge.

the crime of:

Your sentence has been set at $7.0 =

I

You will be released from b Jail: Month %f«/rtz' S A e 2

HINDS COUNTY JAIL

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

A(‘/L( e haye been commitied to the Hinds County Jail

o o y 727}714&

J. R. GILFOY
Sheriff of

ds County

i i iy
IR b7 il

= e

April 26, 1961

- FHE WHITE Hoysg
R Br2l 4 3pH7p
RECEIVED
The President

The White House
1600 Pennsylvanta Avenve, N. W
Washing .

My dear Mr. Prestdent:

X
We expect you will be tdflerested in our Freedom Ride, m:, It'is
destgned to forvard the comples bt 5. service an
“sEeomodations in the Deep Sout

About £ifteen CORE meabers til travel an tnt

Gandhtan principles % non-vibtane,

FREEDOM WALK
A e technlque for prtedting ares-
CORE-LATOR wide discrimination has been uscd
~u(c¢%sl’uﬂ) by four CORE groups:
10/61 St. Louis, St. huu\(mum‘ East St.
Touis and Al
Ther organized & 30-nile Frsedom
Walk o Auguek 28 trom Alon, T
ol atn St Louls. Over 150 pers
NegtoaVert e il e st
7 ‘GORE megotistors with ackion 1o
o i S
o g s cnid byt
walkers st “Preodom Walk . Al
05( Louis,” “End Racial Discrimis
ot i b i o A
it Diermiation e
o
e el iy o e
Vil it protst il lsetmine:
o i XS o ot
ek Tk ponl 7 o overcoms ihei
Rkt o s o ey o o
el s e oo brthernod
e
ﬂt all the persons encountered
st the ot haied, 1 e
The moet extrems. hostlity
reed by crows T the musinss
Uit of G Gl Yo coua
i S e, A i Fomominé

BEATEN BY NEW ORLEANS POLICE

are these threo Freedom Riders
Left to vight) George Blevins, Frank Nelson and John Dolan.

e

Owplans are entirely open, Further informs ‘n L

peicesbly’ co/perssty
Eeaded deauriasy ot g
there 1a noway to overstats

loud, but you could hear them,” re.
r the walkers. Several of
he walkers at upon, kicked or
ved off the sidew he walke:
‘adhered to a discipline of nm\»mluwv
At Wood River a gro n-
gt Lt Wi il ot waks
dispersed by police. On the way
heough Hartford and Mudisan, police
averted incidents involving
who emerged, from taverns an e
walkers pas
o e L e,
hmtt]ln dlined Teud sprlavas sl
ted them as they passed
thmugh Srockiya; fivs Newrs section
f East St. Louis. The group reached
S yublic, rary i S Lonis st
15 pm, 1% hours aftor th
Sy ok
s e freedom
songs before dispersing. As Dr. Al
fred l{um/lx g of e excitorn
told the press: “We felt we had done
omtihing o inporiaamar
£ Baltimore CO
e 3 It ith <
nual protes st the
[Nation's Day” in which Negroes are
refused admittance.

In protest 15 members of New Orleans CORE picketed the police station. They
were likewise arrested. The group also conducted a sit-in inside the police sta-
tion. Blevins, Nelson and Dolan were arrested at the home of Patricia Smith,
where they had been invited for dinner. Police entered the home—without o
warrant—and started asking the three whites where they were from, why they
were in New Orleans, what they were doing in a Negro neighborhood, etc.

Finally, the three were placed under arrest, taken to the second precinet
and booked for vagrancy. From there, they were transported to jail in a palice

on. A the wagon apbroached the fail, another prisomer wha wad beltes the
esatomn Rides slos e #ot up and started swinging his fists at them.
When he heard police start to unlock the doar, he velled for

h

‘What followed was something of a surp wrote meum in an
affdavit submitted to the U5, Attorney Genortn, (Neraew and Dolan al
mitted affidavits). “The first thing I noticed was a policema conloe
toward me. The blow caught m on the side of the head beters 1t oceurred
to me to duck. I was kicked and knocked to the back of the w
out. I saw a uniformed policemun holding \elw)n v his shirt collar, beating
him over the head with a blackjack and “Look out, he's trying to
scape” Since Frank was on o knem, 1 i funny to me that anyone
o think he was tep ing to escape. :

b~

agon and shoved

“Someone behind me yelled: ‘Get up against the wall, so 1 2,4
mlmm:m et that Someone had tried to take his gun. As L s
hands ageiost the policeman s

th m)
rudk me repentedly pves S g i
ulden a blad k ack. This continued for perhaps a minute. Then they
o 6 Dot us inside the building and placed us in a cell.”

T e ol "0 10t g e v g i 1

stk sngon o afemmt s st of o Whi wouls b5 cotars 5 e

incinls of nonviente & ha accepiod mpo o e e 0 8
Frank Nelson or John Dolan rutpond ‘with violence at any time. =




Postmarked:
6/19/61

or disapprove
of what ] '‘Freedom Riders’
doir

Approve
Disapprove
No opinion

b s Py
Rido OxFerRD ST

UEEKEAE\{

Crcicornin

CORE letter to

White House: April 26, 1961

Gallup Poll:

Freedom Ride to
Jackson, Mississippi:

Letter to John Dolan:
Arrest of John Dolan:

Scheduled Release
from Prison:

May, 1961

May to June? 1961
June 12, 1961

June 26, 1961

January 2, 1962

John Dolan on Vimeo




