
Stations Activity​ ​Freedom ‘Riters ​Mr > Bolos 

 
STATION: ​CORE letter to President 
 

1. Did the White House ever receive this letter or send a reply? How do you know? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What are “Gandhian principles”? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What references do you see to any ultimate causes of the Civil Rights Movement? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Who was Robert E. Lee and why do you think James Farmer quotes him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATION: ​Envelope addressed to J. Dolan 
 

1. Who is the sender and who is the recipient of the letter? What is the probable relationship 
between the two men? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. What would you guess are the jobs and/or status of each person? What is your evidence? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the date of the letter? (HINT: look at the postmark) 
 
 
 



STATION: ​Gallup Poll, May 1961 
 

1. What is a Gallup Poll and how reliable is it? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What were the results of the poll?  
 
 
 
 
 

3. Did the results surprise you? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATION: ​Arrest Report & Jail Verdict Slip 
 
 

1. Who is John Luther Dolan? Make your best guess based on his demographic information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. When was John Dolan arrested? How does this fit into the timeline of the letter? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What was John Dolan’s crime? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Where was John Dolan finally arrested and sentenced? How does this relate to ​Eyes on the Prize: 
Ain’t Scared of Your Jails​? 

 
 
 
 
 

5. What was John Dolan’s punishment (include start & stop dates)? Do you think this was a fair 
consequence for his action? Why or why not? 



STATION: ​CORE-LATOR​ (STL) 
 

1. What exactly ​was ​the “CORE-LATOR”? Make your best guess. 
 
 
 

2. How reliable is this medium? Explain. 
 
 
 
 

3. What are the specific techniques and/or goals of the “Freedom Walk”? 
 
 
 
 

4. Why do you think this “new” tactic was developed, especially given CORE’s association with the 
Freedom Rides? 

 
 
 
 
 
STATION: ​CORE-LATOR​ (NOLA) 
 

1. Where was John Dolan arrested in contrast to the members of the New Orleans CORE? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What were the arrest charges against John Dolan, George Blevins, and Frank Nelson? To what 
degree do you believe the three men were charged with a legitimate crime? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 

3. According to ​CORE-LATOR​, how did the NOLA police treat the three CORE men? What did they 
accuse the CORE members of to provoke their reaction? Be specific. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why did Dolan, Blevins, and Nelson submit affidavits to the ​U.S.​ Attorney General? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST-READING (HW): ​Letter to John L. Dolan  
 

1. How does the tone of the letter's greeting convey the father's emotions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why do you think the father says that he hopes his son’s “sanity will return”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What “group” does he mention? How does the father feel about the "publicity"? How do you 
know? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What does "studiously polite" mean? How does the father interpret this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What do the father and son have in common? How do you know? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Who is Bob Hanson? What's your best guess? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What is the father's greatest fear for his son's future? 
 
 
 



 
8. What do you think the father wants, using "every system [he] could think of"? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. What does "​bon voyage​" actually mean and why does the father ​not ​use it as a closing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. How does the tone of the letter's closing convey the father's emotions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Response to John Dolan’s father 
 
Type a one-page (minimum) response to John Luther Dolan’s father as if you were that Freedom Rider. 
Make sure you date your letter, “January 2​nd​, 1962”, the day his jail sentence ended.  
 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 

1. An appropriate greeting (opening or salutation): for example, “Dear, Dad” 
2. An appropriate closing: for example, “Love, John” or “Your Son” 
3. References to his jail sentence in Mississippi (more than his arrest in NOLA) 
4. References to ​specifics ​in his father’s letter (​eg​., address the father’s claims), partly because his 

reply to his father’s letter would be months later and the father would not necessarily recall 
everything he wrote, originally. 

5. A clear tone based on your interpretation of his life after prison. Is he bitter? Inspired? 
 
 
HINTS:  
Specific details make for a more vivid and effective kind of communication. You may take liberties 
regarding your characterization of Dolan’s prison term for this assignment. Finally, consider you and your 
peer’s contributions to the “disappointments” survey in order to inform your letter back to John’s father. 
 
 
RUBRIC​: 
 

CRITERION  STRONG  OK  NEEDS WORK 

Greeting + Closing / 
Consistent Tone 
throughout response? 

     

References to his 
father’s letter? Claims 
refuted or confirmed? 

     

Description of prison 
sentence in 
Mississippi? 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

   

   

   



   

   

   

 

 

 
 
 


