
Amy Stephens, Director, Edmond History Museum

Recreating Old Time Radio 
Shows to Teach History                     
(1930-1950)



Theme…

By hosting “Reader’s 
Theater” from Old 
Time Radio Shows, 
your students can 
learn history from 
entertainment  



Talk Outline

-Why Radio Is Still Relevant

-How Radio Shows Teach History

-Entertaining Reader’s Theater 

-Interactive Broadcasts & Scripts 

-Resources



Listen…

Recognize any of these Old-Time Radio segments?



Amy’s Flashback



SIX Reasons to Listen to Old Time Radio

Blog article at EdmondHistory.org

1. Good shows, Minus the Screen Time

2. A Fun Way to Learn (or Re-live) History

3. Kid-Friendly, Clean Content

4. Easily Accessed by Phone or Computer

5. No Commercial Interruptions

6. A LOT of Sinatra and Crosby Music

https://www.edmondhistory.org/top-6-reasons-to-listen-to-old-time-radio-shows/


WWII Exhibit

Fibber McGee & Molly promoted 
war efforts on their show



Other Shows Selected based on exhibit themes in the museum…

What’s Cooking, Edmond?

Edmond’s 1950s

Edmond’s Overwintering Circus



Video Examples ~ Intro Comments



Creation A Radio Show

1. PLAN

Show Theme

Listen to Shows

Transcribe

2. MARKET 

Advertising

Cost

Sponsors

3. PRODUCE

Gather Cast

Rehearse

Sound Effect



Live Music & Dance



Local Flair



Local Flair



Local Personalities



Local Personalities



Holiday Shows



Kid’s Reading Scripts



Actual Commercials



Interactivity



Sound Effects

Commercially Made 
Sound Devices

Hand-Made Sound Items

Audience-Produced Noises



Finding Clips & Scripts GenericRadio.com (scripts)  

OTRCAT.com (Old Time Radio Catalog); RadioSpirits.com; Archives.org; LOC.gov

500,000 radio broadcasts!



Conclusion

By hosting “Reader’s Theater” from 
Old Time Radio Shows, your students 
can learn history from entertainment  



Contact Amy Stephens,  
Astephens@EdmondHistory.org

Resources 
OTRCAT.com (Old Time Radio 
Catalog), LOC.gov (audio, pics) 
RadioSpirits.com; Archives.org 
GenericRadio.com(scripts)
Transcribe.Wreally.com 
YouTube.com (Edmond History 
Channel)

mailto:Astephens@EdmondHistory.org
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