
As you get settled:

• Explore the primary sources laid  
out around the room.

• Select one that engages you.
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Connecting with Primary Sources

• Turn to a neighbor and introduce yourself.

• Share your primary source with them.

• Briefly tell them why you selected it.

Connecting with Primary Sources 
professional development activity (extensions 
and detailed procedures)

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/professional-development/activities/


“There is, in fact, no subject to which a member 
of Congress may not have occasion to refer.” 

~ Thomas Jefferson



 181+ million items
 15,000 items are received daily
 10,000 added to the collections
 450+ languages represented 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/highsm.04492/
https://www.loc.gov/about/fascinating-facts/




Visit online: www.loc.gov



www.loc.gov/teachers/

Primary 
source sets

Analysis tool
Teacher’s guides

Shortcuts: Resources for teachers

Workshops & 
Self-Paced 
Modules

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/about-this-program/
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/about-this-program/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/classroom-materials/
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/professional-development/teacher-Institute/


https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/usa-alabama/


New Primary Source Sets since March 2025
Paleontology, Past & 
Present

Community: People & 
Places

The American Revolution Progressive Era Reforms Mass Persuasion Campaigns

https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2026/01/the-american-revolution-a-new-primary-source-set-for-teachers-from-the-library-of-congress/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2025/11/paleontology-past-and-present-a-new-primary-source-set-for-educators/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2025/09/community-people-and-places-a-new-primary-source-set-for-educators/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2025/04/mass-persuasion-campaigns-a-new-primary-source-set-for-educators/






https://www.loc.gov/photos/?st=gallery


https://www.loc.gov/photos/?st=gallery




Digital Collections

https://www.loc.gov/collections/


Digital Collections

https://www.loc.gov/collections/
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https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/


https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn00074_001/


https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3974mm.g3974mm_g000741884/?sp=8&st=image&r=0.275,0.419,0.618,0.369,0


What do you see?

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3974m.pm000080/


How does this map compare to current maps?

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3974m.pm000080/


How does this map compare to current maps?

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3974m.pm000080/


How does this map compare to current maps?

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3974m.pm000080/


What do you wonder?

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3974m.pm000080/


http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool.pdf


https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/


Digital Collections

https://www.loc.gov/collections/


https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/?dl=page&ops=AND&qs=Montgomery&searchType=advanced&location_state=alabama


https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/?dl=page&ops=AND&qs=Montgomery&searchType=advanced&location_state=alabama


Sample search

https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/?dl=page&ops=AND&qs=%22Rosa+Parks%22&searchType=advanced




https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/location


https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/location


https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/location






https://guides.loc.gov/alabama-state-guide/digital-collections


https://guides.loc.gov/alabama-state-guide/digital-collections






https://guides.loc.gov/local-history-genealogy-research-guides/state#s-lib-ctab-28391897-0


State Research Guides

https://guides.loc.gov/alabama-local-history-genealogy/introduction






https://ask.loc.gov/


Reflection

How might you use the resources and strategies 
we discussed in your teaching context?



Questions?
• Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov 

• Ask a librarian: https://ask.loc.gov/

• Teacher resources: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/

• Teacher blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/

•  Digital Collections: https://www.loc.gov/collections/ 

• Veterans History Project: 

https://www.loc.gov/programs/veterans-history-project/explore-

the-collections/ 
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