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Is there a role for folk music in a history curriculum?  

Folk songs help students to identify more personally with historical events. Like stories 

or writings from the past, folk songs allow students to connect with the voices of 

people from the time in which they were created. 

Because music involves more of our senses, it adds greater emotional impact and 

may resonate with students longer. If students learn and join in singing some of the 

songs presented, this creates an even stronger connection with the subject they are 

exploring and with each other.



2. Oh, they put me in a jailhouse on my knees, . . .

3. They feed me on cornbread and peas, . . . 

4. I’m goin’ where the climate suits my clothes, . . .
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What is folk music?

Folk music, in the truest sense, arises from the people, not from a single 

person.  Each folk song is handed down from one generation to the next, 

resulting in many variations of the song.

 

 The folk music tradition was strongest before the advent of radio and 

television, when people had few external sources of entertainment.  They 

would sing throughout the day — while working, playing, resting, 

socializing and praying.
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1. Oh, the liars will be runnin’ in that . . .

2. Oh, the preachers will be marching in that . . .

3. Oh, my mother will be resting in that . . .

4. Oh, the sinners will be running in that . . .

5. Oh, my Lord’s gettin’ us ready for that . . .

6. Oh, Jesus will be calling on that . . .
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