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Puerto Rico before th
US Invasion

Conquered by Spain

Tainos died in huge numbers

Enslaved Africans become primary labor
source

Neglected by Spain— becomes military
stronghold

Sugar and Coffee became main crops in the
19th century

US colonial privateers and later merchants are
trade partners

Pro Independence movements acti\e\qiring

the 19th century.
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TIMELINE OF PUERTO RICAN MIGRATION *
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| Life in the US for the Puerto Rican diaspora

- Early immigrants -

U.S. citizens, but still treated as

outsiders and facing racism.
Mostly low-wage, physically

ﬁ demanding work with long hours.

access to better jobs and services.

Built tight-knit barrios with familiar

the military to gain rights and

recognition.

Limited English and schooling blocked

food, churches, music, and mutual aid. &

Joined unions, community groups, and

%@

), Arrived with more education and stronger
== English skills.

Found work in clerical, professional, and 'n ]
E service-sector jobs. il m‘ 1=

Expanded Puerto Rican leadership. pﬁlitics; and

~) Settled beyond traditional hubs llke New York S\

Sunbelt states. B g "f?f‘;].;;.

cultural visibility, sometimes creating class and

generational tensions with earlier migrants.
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Bomba

Bomba is a vibrant Afro-Puerto Rican
music and dance style born from the
resilience of enslaved Africans. It served
as a form of communication,
celebration, and resistance against
oppression. It features a dialogue
between dancer and drummer using
(barrel drums (barriles) and maracas.

Plena is an Afro-Puerto Rican
musical genre born in the
working-class barrios of Ponce
around the turn of the 20th

century.

Puerto Rican Danza originated in
19th-century Ponce blending
Spanish ballroom elegance with
Afro-Caribbean rhythms.
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Seis/Décima
Fast, lively music/dance in Puerto
Rican mountainous regions. It
combines Spanish, African, and
Taino musical roots, often

performed with the cuatro and
guiro.




Movement through the Caribbean area and US cities /

Latin jazz &
Boogaloo

Regueton

3 Caribbean communities in cities like New York

| developed shared spaces where music and dance
from different islands mixed. Styles such as Cuban
son, Puerto Rican plena, Jamaican reggae, and
Trinidadian calypso blended with local scenes,
helping create new genres like Latin jazz, boogaloo,
and later hip-hop and regueton.



Salsa Protest Music
/;/}f Salsa music and dance grew in New York Puerto Rican protest music in the diaspora
directly out of Caribbean ethnic enclaves during the 1950's emerged as a cultural
communities. Puerto Ricans and Cubans weapon for communities confronting

ho have settled in neighborhoods like El racism, poverty, and colonialism. In this

rrio and the South Bronx fused mambo, period, activists, artists, and Nuyorican
son, and plena to create a distinct sound. intellectuals used song to affirm national
Although the struggles of the community identity, denounce U.S. colonial rule over {\\

% \

were present in some lyrics, other Puerto Rico, and build solidarity with other%%e_\
universal themes dominated. \ liberation movements. %
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From the 1980s to the 2000s, music
made by the diasporas laid the
groundwork for regueton by blending
Jamaican dancehall, U.S. hip-hop, and
Afro-Latino rhythms across
transnational circuits linking Panama,
Puerto Rico, Colombia, New York, and
other urban centers. Regueton
/y crystallized in Puerto Rico's
«aa e underground scene in the late 1980s
\‘;j% and 1990s, but its sound and themes
“=w " reflected broader diasporic experiences
of racism, marginalization, and youth
culture.






http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RrAuD1uwVE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eiMUQv7pTFw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9gsjztx3f8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBuueYkmYVI

I IF CITIES COULD DANCE
\


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nFyLdsyIgk



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5TSldGfAQDw

Contains salsa, bomba, seis corridos, plena, regueton, and more.



From Salsa to Regueton Drive



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lsgSRgEJG-HKJp6MfH5od2k1_HKO-ToS?usp=drive_link
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