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Lincoln (2012) is a historically-themed film produced by Stephen Spielberg which depicts the events leading up to the assassination of the 16th President of the United States. Significantly, much of the film explores the political processes surrounding the drafting and ratification of the 13th Amendment to the United States Constitution, the abolition of slavery and the end of the American Civil War.  In this inquiry lesson, students will investigate the actions of Abraham Lincoln during this important historical moment and explore the veracity of the film’s portrayals with the aid primary and secondary source materials. 

Evaluate each source provided and summarize your analysis below. In the section located at the bottom of the page, explain whether you think these scenes from Lincoln (2012) should be considered as accurate accounts of history, pure Hollywood, or a mixture of both. Use examples from your sources/documents to explain your answer.
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What Do You Think? History or Hollywood?
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