
Who tells your story? 
Shaping (and Reshaping) Historical Narratives
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http://bit.ly/ACWM2019NCHE



Question:

When thinking about the Civil War, what 
historical myths come to mind?









How do we ensure that our students become 
skeptical learners?

● Encourage reflection
● Emphasize multiple perspectives
● Encourage empathy
● Practice historical thinking skills: evaluation of bias

○ Who is in control of the narrative, and what might 
their motives be?



What does this look like in the classroom?

Demonstration conversation: What caused the Civil War?



Practice
How could you use the resources provided to practice 
analyzing for bias? 
● Which would you use together--or with another source?
● (5 minutes)

http://bit.ly/ACWM2019NCHE



Question
How will practicing identifying bias within primary 
and secondary sources help students moving 
forward?



Questions?



Contact Us

● ACWM.org
● OnMonumentAve.com
● Facebook group: Teaching the Civil War Era
● Teachers Institute: June 26-28

Tally Botzer, Interpretation & Programs Specialist
tbotzer@acwm.org

Stephanie Arduini, Dir. of Education
sarduini@acwm.org


