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View from the stage of the President’s Box at Ford’s Theatre. Photo by Maxwell MacKenzie.
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Using Theatre to Teach 

Historical Thinking

Necessary Sacrifices, by Richard Hellesen
explores the two documented encounters 
between Frederick Douglass and Abraham 
Lincoln during a period of national crisis.

During the summers of 1863 and 1864, 
Douglass challenges Lincoln 
to use his power as president to bring truth 
to America’s founding ideal that 
“all men are created equal.”



Craig Wallace as Frederick Douglass with (background) violinist Thomas Booker and David Selby in the 

Ford’s Theatre world premiere production of “Necessary Sacrifices,” directed by Jennifer L. Nelson. Photo 

by T. Charles Erickson.
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David Selby as Abraham Lincoln and Craig Wallace as Frederick Douglass in the Ford’s Theatre world 

premiere production of “Necessary Sacrifices,” directed by Jennifer L. Nelson. Photo by T. Charles 

Erickson.
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Craig Wallace as Frederick Douglass and David Selby as Abraham Lincoln in the Ford’s Theatre 

world premiere production of “Necessary Sacrifices,” directed by Jennifer L. Nelson. Photo by T. 

Charles Erickson.
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August 12, 1863

Frederick Douglass to George L. Stearns
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Frederick Douglass to George L. Stearns
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Primary Source Analysis

• Observe

• Reflect

• Question

• Go back and forth between the 
prompts. There is no correct order.
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Thank You!
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