
“"I never doubted that equal 
rights was the right direction. 

Most reforms, most problems are 
complicated. But to me there is 

nothing complicated about 
ordinary equality."

― Alice Paul



Susan B. Anthony, 1855

Susan B. Anthony and the Suffrage 
Movement: Speaking Truth to Power
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Mission: The Bill of Rights Institute engages, 

educates, and empowers individuals with a 

passion for the freedom and opportunity that 

exist in a free society.
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Cornel West

To use bold, plain, open truth to 
confront political or religious 

authorities in order to correct moral, 
social, or political wrongs; it usually  

involves inviting risk to oneself.



VOTES FOR WOMEN
The Story of the 

Nineteenth Amendment



Votes for Women: 
The Story of the Nineteenth Amendment

Easy to use & classroom friendly

Scholar-reviewed 

Seven lessons, including multiple project-
based learning options

Brand new; available online in April



The Curriculum
Available Now Voices of History: Greatest Hits & New Releases

❑ American Portraits
• Stanton
• Grimké
• Catt

❑ Gilded Age and Progressive Era
• Women in the Gilded Age

Documents of Freedom
❑ Liberty and Equality Unit

• Votes for Women
❑ Voting Unit readings

E- Lessons: Jeannette Rankin



The Curriculum
Available Now

Coming Soon

VoicesofHistory.org



A Pathway for Change

Driving Question: 
How does one carry out long-
term change in order to better 
align institutions with principles 
of liberty, justice, and equality 
within a constitutional order?





Constitutional Principles



• Checks and Balances

• Consent of the Governed/Popular 
Sovereignty

• Due Process

• Equality

• Federalism

• Freedom of Contract

• Freedom of Religion

• Freedom of Speech, Press and Assembly

• Liberty

• Limited Government

• Majority Rule/Minority Rights

• Natural/Inalienable Rights

• Private Property

• Representative/Republican Government

• Rule of Law

• Separation of Powers

Constitutional Principles



“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator, with 

certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 

the governed, That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the 

People to alter or abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles, and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem 

most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.”



• Checks and Balances

• Consent of the Governed/Popular 
Sovereignty

• Due Process

• Equality

• Federalism

• Freedom of Contract

• Freedom of Religion

• Freedom of Speech, Press and Assembly

• Liberty

• Limited Government

• Majority Rule/Minority Rights

• Natural/Inalienable Rights

• Private Property

• Representative/Republican Government

• Rule of Law

• Separation of Powers

Constitutional Principles



Principles and Virtues: 
Glossary & Graphic Organizer



Lesson 4: Shall Women Have the Right to Vote? p. 62
Lesson Plan 

Overview

Objectives

Materials List

Key Terms

Procedures

Handouts & activities



Lesson 4: Shall Women Have the Right to Vote? p. 67

Background Essay p. 67

Main Ideas

Women’s sphere

Changes in educational 

& economic possibilities

Gilded Age suffrage movement

Division in the movement

Susan B. Anthony challenges the 

system

Read pp. 69-71



Lesson  4: Review Questions, p. 73

4. How did Susan B. Anthony 
work for women’s suffrage in 
very personal ways? 

5. Most significant event?

6. What principles and virtues 
did she demonstrate?



Lesson  4: Handout A, Cartoon Analysis

Pages 75-76: Suffrage cartoons



Lesson  4: Handout B, Cartoon Analysis

Worksheet, NARA p. 77

Small groups apply Analysis 

Worksheet & compare



Lesson  4: Handouts, pages 78-82

Handout C: A Movement 

Divided

Handout D: Is it a Crime: 

Susan B. Anthony

Handout E: Suffrage by State

Handout F: Women’s Political 

Voices



Lesson  4: Answer Key, page 83



Speaking Truth to Power: Susan B. Anthony Quotes



Voices of History: Votes for Women
voicesofhistory.org/votesforwomen/

https://voicesofhistory.org/votesforwomen/


DEBRIEF
Applications?
Inspirations?

Modifications?

Lesson 4: Shall Women Have the Right to Vote?



BRI & OpenStax Present
Life, Liberty, and the 
Pursuit of Happiness:
A History of the 
American Experiment  
for APUSH

Coming Soon!



Register for 
Voices of History!

1. Go to www.voicesofhistory.org

2. Click “Sign Up”

3. Enter your email & create a 

password

4. Visit your email to confirm & 

activate your account!
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DEBATE PREP

WEBINARS

AP EXAM PREP

WEBINARS

Summer
INSTITUTE

WEBINARS

ONE-DAY
PD EVENTS

CONSTITUTION

DAY
MULTI-DAY
PD EVENTS

ONE-DAY
Student
EVENTS



/BillofRightsInstitute

@BRInstitute

@BRInstitute

/BillofRightsInst

Follow Our Channels



Thank You!

Gennie Westbrook 
gwestbrook@mybri.org
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