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Goals for the Classroom:

1. Use Historical Sources – Oral histories, primary sources, and archaeological records 

related to the Clotilda.

2. Gain Insight into the History of a Community  – Exploring themes of resilience, 

cultural exchange, and diasporic heritage related to Africatown

3. Connecting Past and Present – Highlighting the broader significance of diasporic 

histories and cultural continuity.

4. Developing Historical Thinking – Guiding students to ask compelling questions, 

analyze evidence, and construct interpretations of the past.

5. Inquiry-Based Pedagogy – Applying the C3 Framework and Inquiry Design Model 

(IDM) to structure learning.

The Compelling Question: How does the story of the Clotilda 

and the founding of Africatown help us understand the 

African Diaspora and why it matters?
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The Clotilda

Source: Alabama Historical Commission. (n.d.). Clotilda. 
https://ahc.alabama.gov/Clotilda.aspx

Africatown artist, Labbaron Lewis’ mural of  The Clotida, painted near 

the Africatown Bridge 

Source: Dignity  Justified. (n.d.). Collaboration Team. 

https://dignityjustified.com/collaborative-team 2

https://ahc.alabama.gov/Clotilda.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dignityjustified.com/collaborative-team?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dignityjustified.com/collaborative-team?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dignityjustified.com/collaborative-team?utm_source=chatgpt.com


The Key Participants

King Glele with his father, 

when he was Crown Prince. 

He ruled from 1858-1889.

Timothy Meaher, Ship Owner 
William Foster, Ship Builder 

and Captain

Source: Dignity Justified. (n.d.). Collaborative Team. https://dignityjustified.com/collaborative-team
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Founders of Africatown

Founded by 32 survivors from the Clotilda after emancipation.

 

Kossola/Cudjo Lewis Oluale/Charlie Lewis 4



How Diaspora and Multicultural Studies Relate

Diaspora is a lens

Diaspora studies provide content and 

analysis.

Diasporas are used to explain historical 

movement, identity, and cultural change 

Looks back to a homeland or across 

borders.

Banks, J.A. & Banks, C.M. (Eds.) (1995). Handbook of research on multicultural education. Macmillan.; Cohen, R. (2022). Global diasporas: An introduction (3rd ed.). Routledge.; NCSS. (2013). 

The College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards. NCSS.; Wineburg, S. (2001). Historical thinking and other unnatural acts. Temple University Press.

Multicultural education is a framework.

Multicultural education ensures that 

content is inclusive, equitable, and 

student-centered.

Multicultural education is used to ensure 

those stories are taught in ways that 

honor diverse voices and experiences.

Looking inward at domestic policy and 

social justice.

Multiculturalism Diaspora

Diasporas are not simply about movement. They are about what people carry with 

them, and how they reshape new places while being reshaped themselves.
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Inquiry-Based Learning

“Inquiry is a mind-set. In order to develop 

inquiry-based lessons, teachers needs to 

shift their concepts of what it means to 

teach.” (Snyder, et al., 2023, pg. 4).

Inquiry-based learning provides students 

with an opportunity to take ownership of 

their learning while developing important 

higher-order skills necessary for 

designing innovative solutions to complex 

problems (Aparicio-Ting, Slater, & Kurz, 

2019).
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The IDM and C3 Framework
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The Closing Thought…

“Ultimately, the story of the Clotilda survivors is a tale of enduring tragedy and 

laws. The shipmates forgot neither the shock of their displacement nor the 

traumas of their lives and bondage. Their misery was plainly visible on their faces 

even decades after their kidnap. But the story of the Clotilda ship mate is also an 

extraordinary account of survival and endurance. They resisted their experiences 

of enslavement and transatlantic dislocation and salt to hold onto their west 

African identities. They left important creative and spiritual legacies in Alabama, 

and their stories and actions fore shadowed the Montgomery bus boycott, a 

crucial early event in the civil rights movement, and the Selma voting rights 

campaign, which led directly to the 1965 voting rights act. Many traces of their 

presence can still be found throughout Alabama, and their legacy, and their 

descendants, remain across the United States” (Durkin, p. 272).

Durkin, H. (2024). The survivors of the Clotilda: The lost stories of the last captives of the American slave trade. New York: Amistad 9
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