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Disclaimer

The views expressed in this 
presentation are ours and do 
not necessarily reflect official 
positions of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis or 
the Federal Reserve System.
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Our Institution’s Institution: The Federal 
Reserve System
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The St. Louis Fed & Eighth Federal Reserve District

The Federal Reserve Bank of 
St. Louis believes that 
providing quality economic 
education resources 
promotes a healthy economy 
and financial stability. 

President James Bullard
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What is Institutional History?

Institutional history focuses 

on the study of the 

development of individual 

institutions—social entities 

that have their own goals, 

identities, and influence on 

the society in which they 

exist.
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Interrogating Institutional Power

• Legitimacy

• Authority

• Power

• Funding

• Relationships

• Purpose 
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What Is an Institution? What Isn’t?

An institution is a defined 

social structure that 

shapes culture and 

society. 

… huh? 



8

Why study institutions?

• Institutions are participants in history, not 

the backdrop

• Governments, corporations, universities, 

social groups, all have their own agendas

• Institutional change is (usually) gradual

• Institutions are the historical evidence of the 

efforts of lots of people, not just “great men”



9

Independence

• From whom? 
• How can you tell? 
• Who benefits from 

institutional independence?
• Independence vs. oversight 
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Institutional Communications: 
The “party line” and everything else
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Institutional Archives 101

• Why do we 

have what we 

have?

• Where did it 

come from?

• What’s missing 

or hiding?

• Where is it 

now?
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Evaluation tool

Primary Source Evaluation Rubric

• Access

• Breadth

• Credibility

• Density
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Institutional Primary Source Guide
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Working With Primary Sources

1. Engage 

2. Explore

3. Reflect and Analyze

Students will:
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From the Archives: A “Volcker 2x4”
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Everything is Online!

… except for

- Scale

- Texture 

- Smell (mmm, old books)

- True color
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https://www.stlouisfed.org/education

https://www.stlouisfed.org/education
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Deposit to Your Idea Archive

• Institutional history is just a perspective shift

• An institution isn’t a neutral vessel 

• Primary sources are everywhere

• “Independence” isn’t cut and dry 

• Things are kept (and not kept) for a reason

Questions? Comments? Talk to Us!
Booth 4 in the Exhibit Hall
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