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	Identify what you see in the image.
	




	Describe the main figure in this photograph. How is she dressed? What expression is on her face? What about the child she carries? 
	





	What do you think the photographer meant to convey by framing the scene in this way?
	




	 What do you think this woman might have experienced when she arrived in New York?
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Complete the following SOAPSTONE Analysis of this article:
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Additional Questions:
1. According to the LIFE magazine article, why are Puerto Ricans leaving the island in such large numbers?


2. According to LIFE, what experiences are shared by those who are newly arrived in New York City? 


3. Based on what you have read in the article, who do you imagine the writer and reader(s) to be? Why is that significant?


4.  Is this a purely informational article? Do you detect any kind of bias? If so, where? Provide specific examples from the text. 




[image: ]






Answer the following questions:
1.  Describe the scene in the photograph. What figures or elements of its composition do you find particularly striking? 


2. What two flags are the Puerto Rican demonstrators holding up? What effect might that have on the viewer? 


3. Based on what you see, what do you think these Puerto Rican demonstrators were trying to accomplish? What details support your assessment? 
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“PUERTO RICAN MIGRANTS JAM NEW YORK,” LIFE MAGAZINE, AUGUST 25, 1947, VOL. 23, NO. 8
LIFE Magazine

As he stands at the airport in his Sunday suit and takes his first bewildered look at America, the
Puerto Rican . . . is the envy of his countrymen. He has just arrived in the promised land, where
he will join thousands of others who have taken the northbound journey ahead of him. He is part
of a mass migration which since the end of the war has added a possible 50,000 Puerto Ricans to
the population of New York’s swarming East Side. This month the migration is at a flood tide of
almost 1,000 a week.

Puerto Ricans are leaving their Caribbean island for a single compelling reason. If they stay
there, they face unemployment, disease and semi-starvation. Generations of ruthless exploitation
of the land for the sake of one crop, sugar, have reduced Puerto Rican economy to beggary. This
has been foreseen for a long time. Four years ago a Senate investigating committee returned from
the island with the verdict that its problems were almost “unsolvable.” But almost nothing has
been done to aid Puerto Ricans, who are as much American citizens as the residents of Hawaii or
Alaska.

Many of the Puerto Ricans now pouring into New York City are illiterate. Many speak no
English. All of them are desperately poor. Almost without exception these newcomers squeeze
into East Harlem, complicating an already critical housing and relief situation. Puerto Rican and
New York authorities are belatedly—and so far ineffectually—Ilooking for a solution. One man
who is not worrying is East Harlem’s pro-Communist Representative Vito Marcantonio. To the
Puerto Ricans he is a fountainhead of advice and help. Day and night they crowd into
Marcantonio’s “clubhouse” on 116 Street for assistance in their financial, family or civil
troubles. They ask his aid in dealing with the welfare workers who issue relief checks. They seek
his help in arranging passage for relatives, left behind in Puerto Rico, who would also like to
come to New York. After a year of receiving this patronage in the 18 District, however, they
may, if they wish, return Vito Marcantonio’s favors. They can vote.

Most Puerto Ricans come to the U.S. in the stifling, cramped cabins of ex-Army C-47s. . ..

‘When they reach New York, proudly wearing their best clothes, most Puerto Ricans are
penniless and already homesick. But in Spanish Harlem, where 200,000 of their people are now
established, they can find stores where their own language is spoken and an atmosphere that
reeks of home. Because they have no money, many Puerto Ricans soon turn to welfare offices,
where as American citizens they are entitled to such support as the city’s home-relief funds can
afford. . ..
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‘What is the subject of the
piece?

What are the general
topics/and/or/ideas
contained in the text?

What is the occasion?

What are the time, place,
and setting of the piece?

‘Who is the audience?

To whom is the piece
directed?

‘What is the purpose?

‘What is the purpose or
reason this piece was
written?

‘Who is the speaker?

Who is the voice that
tells the story?

Tone

‘What is the tone of the
piece?

What is the attitude or
emotional characteristics
present in the piece?
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AL RAVENNA, PUERTO RICANS DEMONSTRATE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AT CITY HALL,

NEW YORK CITY, 1967

New York World-Telegram and The Sun Newspaper Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress

An emphasis on education was at the center of Puerto Rican civil rights campaigns going back to the
1930s. In the 1960s, Puerto Rican and African American civil rights activists worked together to advocate
for equality in education, with parents and community leaders joining the effort. In the most well-known
example, in February 1964, a large-scale boycott, involving roughly 350,00 students and teachers, took
place in New York City to protest officials’ not meeting the needs of students in impoverished
neighborhoods. The messages and aims of the 1964 strike are very similar to those presented by the
demonstrators in this photograph from 1967.
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