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This year, as my AP Gov students finished Unit 1, a 
student actually said, 

“I didn’t think it would be 
this much history.” 

-David Olson from Madison, WI





What is it? 

A digital tool for 
analyzing primary 
source documents 
toward the goal of 
answering a big 
question.

Why use it? 

• Carefully curated document sets

• Models historical thinking

• Allows for student agency within a guided 
experience

• Easily fits into various curricula

• Supported with additional classroom resources

• It’s FREE!



• The Nashville Sit-In Movement
• Why did the Nashville Sit-in 

Movement succeed?

• America’s Founding Preambles
• Did the goals of American 

government change from the 
Declaration of Independence to 
the Constitution?

• The Constitution’s Cover Letter
• How does George Washington sell 

the idea of the new Constitution?

• The Louisiana Purchase: 
Branching Out
• What role did Congress play in the 

Louisiana Purchase?



Document 1 Document 2 Document 3

The Nashville Sit-in 
Movement

Local businessman 
interview transcript

Newspaper photograph
Video interview of student 
activist Diane Nash

America’s Founding 
Preambles

Declaration of 
Independence

Articles of Confederation Constitution

The Constitution's 
Cover Letter

Washington’s Letter to 
Congress: Part 1

Washington’s Letter to 
Congress: Part 2

Washington’s Letter to 
Congress: Part 3

The Louisiana 
Purchase: Branching 
Out

To Appoint and Approve: 
Our Men in France

Get out the Pocketbook: 
Funding Lewis & Clark

Establishing a Territorial 
Government



1. Identify documents that can assist with answering a big question 

2.Review the documents with the eye of a historian, highlighting relevant pieces 
of evidence that could be used to reach a thoughtful and thorough response to 
the big question. 

3.Develop supporting questions associated with the highlighted elements, 
making sure they are clear enough for students to tie them together

4.Ensure each set of support questions builds to assist the student in addressing 
the big question. 

5.Create a paper version and ask folks to highlight evidence.

6.Place document text in a spreadsheet and tag for highlighting capacity and 
correctness.

7.As the tech work happens, create a set of paper-based support materials 
teachers should use with their students. 

8.Playtest. Fix any substantive or technical issues. Go live!



Pass it. 

CONSTITUTION’S COVER LETTER



1

2

3



THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE

I really want this 
land, but it’s very 
expensive and there’s 
no use for it.

Treat yo’ self.



THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE

Imma need to ask 
Congress.

Word.









Choose Your Path



Own Your Mission



Earn (Tokens) As You Learn



Curate & Persuade…



…and Publish Strategically



Get Feedback 



Keep Track of Your Progress



Engage With a Diverse Cast of Characters



Access Help When You Need It



The Game Is Just The Beginning

Historical &



Race to Ratify Extension Pack

Print-and-Go Resources PowerPoint Slide Deck for Activities 



Race to Ratify …the History Files

Timeline, Glossary, and Activities Detailed Bibliography



Let’s PLAY!
If you brought your own device, head on over to

www.icivics.org

If you have a 
teacher account, go 
ahead and log in.

Otherwise, please 
register for your 
free teacher 
account!



Questions?
Feel free to get ahold of us!

Carrie Ray-Hill
Director of Digital Learning

Carrie.hill@icivics.org

Amber Coleman-Mortley
Director of Social Engagement
Amber.cmortley@icivics.org

Taylor Davis
Senior Curriculum Director

Taylor.davis@icivics.org
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