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This year, as my AP Gov students finished Unit 1, a
student actually said,

“I didn’t think it would be
this much history.”

-David Olson from Madison, WI



o D0Quest

civics.org/dbgue

AMERICA'S FOUNDING PREAMBLES
« The Dedlaration of Independence, Introduction and Preamb.. & The Articies of Confederation, Preambles and Articles |- & United States Constitution, Preambie

‘That to secure these rights, Governments are Instituted among Men, deriving thelr
just powers from consent of the governed,

which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers

of the carth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of

Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security, - - Such has been
the patient sufferance of these Cs 0s; and s ¢ the necessity which
« Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments Jong established should not be changed for light and

I trans causes

having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Ty over these States,

of Congress




What is it? Why use it?

A digital tool for  Carefully curated document sets
analyzing primary
source documents
toward the goal of
answering a big

guestion. * Easily fits into various curricula

* Models historical thinking

* Allows for student agency within a guided
experience

* Supported with additional classroom resources
* It’s FREE!



* The Nashville Sit-In Movement

* Why did the Nashville Sit-in
Movement succeed?

 America’s Founding Preambles

e Did the goals of American
government change from the
Declaration of Independence to
the Constitution?

e The Constitution’s Cover Letter

* How does George Washington sell
the idea of the new Constitution?

* The Louisiana Purchase:
Branching Out

* What role did Congress play in the
Louisiana Purchase?



The Nashville Sit-in Local businessman
Movement interview transcript

Newspaper photograph

Video interview of student
activist Diane Nash

America’s Founding Declaration of
Preambles Independence

Articles of Confederation

Constitution

The Constitution's Washington’s Letter to
Cover Letter Congress: Part 1

Washington’s Letter to
Congress: Part 2

Washington’s Letter to
Congress: Part 3

The Louisiana
Purchase: Branching
Out

Our Men in France

To Appoint and Approve:

Get out the Pocketbook:
Funding Lewis & Clark

Establishing a Territorial
Government
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1. Identify documents that can assist with answering a big question

2.Review the documents with the eye of a historian, highlighting relevant pieces
of evidence that could be used to reach a thoughtful and thorough response to
the big question.

3. Develop supporting questions associated with the highlighted elements,
making sure they are clear enough for students to tie them together

4.Ensure each set of support questions builds to assist the student in addressing
the big question.

5.Create a paper version and ask folks to highlight evidence.

6.Place document text in a spreadsheet and tag for highlighting capacity and
correctness.

'7.As the tech work happens, create a set of paper-based support materials
teachers should use with their students.

8. Playtest. Fix any substantive or technical issues. Go live!




CONSTITUTION’S COVER LETTER
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IN CONVENTION, September 17, 1787.
SIR:

We have now the honor to submit to the consideration of the United States in Congress
assembled, that Constitution which has appeared to us the most advisable,

The friends of our country have long seen and desired that the power of making war, peace, and
treaties, that of levying money, and regulating commerce, and the correspondent executive and
judicial authorities, should be fully and effectually vested in the General Government of the Union;
but the impropriety of delegating such extensive trust to one body of men is evident: hence
results the necessity of a different organization.

It is obviously impracticable in the Federal Government of these States to secure all rights of
independent sovereignty to each, and yet provide for the Interest and safety of all. Individuals
entering into society must give up a share of liberty to preserve the rest. The magnitude of the
sacrifice must depend as well on situation and circumstance, as on the object to be obtained.

It is at all times difficult to draw with precision the line between those rights which must be
surrendered, and those which may be preserved; and, on the present occasion, this difficulty
was Iincreased by a difference among the several States as to their situation, extent, habits, and
particular interests.

In all our deliberations on this subject, we kept steadily in our view that which appears to us the
greatest interest of every true American, the consolidation of our Union, in which is involved our
prosperity, felicity, safety--perhaps our national existence. This important consideration, seriously

and deeply impressed on our minds, led each State in the Convention to be less rigid on points of
inferior magnitude than might have been otherwise expected‘ana thus, the fonstitutl'on WhIch we
now present is the result of a spirit of amity, and of that mutual deference and concession, which
the peculiarity of our political situation rendered indispensable.

That it will meet the full and entire approbation of every State is not, perhaps, to be expected;

but each will, doubtless, consider, that had her interest alone been consulted, the consequences
might have been particularly disagreeable or injurious to others; that it is liable to as few
exceptions as could reasonably have been expected, we hope and believe; that it may promote
the lasting welfare of that Country so dear to us all, and secure her freedom and happiness, is our
most ardent wish.

With great respect, we have the honor to be, sir, your excellency’s most obedient and humble
servants. By the unanimous order of the convention.

GEO. WASHINGTON, President,
His Excellency the President of Congress.



THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE

| really want this
land, but it’s very
expensive and there’s
no use for it.

Treat yo’ self.




THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE

Imma need to ask
Congress.




Enjoy these free, bite-sized, and on-demand professional learning videos exploring the teaching of

primary sources and DBQuest.
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About this video series (1:04)
Welcome to our online and on-demand
professional learning videos!

Teaching with primary sources across
the curriculum (2:56)

What are primary sources (3:01)
What differentiates primary sources from
secondary ones?

Bumps in the road
—

® Biased

® One sided

Challenges to teaching with primary
sources (3:59)

Vi— 5

Teaching with primary sources
—
 Builds emotional
connection

o Critically assess
opposing perspectives

Why teach with primary sources (2:51)
Learn why we should include primary sources in
our instruction.

Selecting sources (3:20)
Learn strategies for smartly selecting primary










Choose Your Path
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Good day, my friend! How goes the
pamphleteering?

Well! Did you see my caricature of the King of England?

Pamphleteering? What's that?




Own Your Mission

SELEC T YV OILIREBERS BECTIVE

FEDERALIST ANTI-FEDERALIST
The new Constitution is the This Constitution does not

government we've been address what our country

looking for. needs.




Earn (Tokens) As You Learn

ARGUMENT TOKEN ACQUIRED

House of Representatives

Society Not Represented

e - @ - e

The proposed size of the House is too small
to adequately represent all segments of
society.

- .. & ~a—

FEDERALIST b ANTI-FEDERALIST




Curate & Persuade...

Speaking for the Anti-Federalist perspective

FOR CONFEDERATION

Pusrisaep BY SISTER OF THE STATES ixn NEW HAVEN, CT
Pol. 111 MONDAY, JaNuary 7, 1788 Price Six Cents

PAMPHLET COMPOSITION @

Spread the word about why the MORE TAXES: LESS
- ederalists are rig}}llt!. 5 REPRESENTATION

The cry of “Taxation without Representation” will be

e - B - e
heard again. We are threatened with more taxes, but not
Compose your pamphlet by dragging

promised more representation. This is not acceptable
argument tokens onto the page.

now, as it was unacceptable before our Revolution.

o - 9 - —

«)
Be sure to choose arguments that
support your side of the debate. Gold PUT' A STOPTO ARISTOCRACT

tokens are stronger than silver ones, RULE
which are stronger than bronze. Senators shall be sent to Congress by state legislators
rather than the people. Once there, they cannot be

recalled during their six-year term, and are even paid by

PUBLISH el 7 the federal government—rather than by the states they

pretend to represent. The new Constitution is creating a

ruling class of elites distant from their home states. It

FEDERALIST Y ANTI-FEDERALIST



...and Publish Str_ategica)lly |

at . Newvork{U ) KK Q

Massachusetts
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Connecticut
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Get Feedback
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I see things B Now that you put it Well, this changes
differently now. that way... everything!

CLICK OR TAP TO CONTINUE
B i i



Keep Track of Your Progress

LR Spring 1788 Convention Results

b “Ratify!” - “Reject!”

FEDERALISTS ; = ANTI-FEDERALISTS

A\

CONTINUE




Engage With a Diverse Cast of Characters

AT




Federalists

Anti-Federalists

Extended Republic

House of Representatives

The Senate

Access Help When You Need It

Extended Republic

Foundational Issue
- - @ - -~

If the success of a republic depends on its size, how
big is too big? The Constitution proposed a stronger
central government that concentrated power into a
national system. Opponents of this plan believed
that the states were better suited to this kind of
republic and worried they would lose power to the
new central government. Should the states lead the
way, or should a single unified government act as
the bond?

Constance Hillary
Daughter of Wealthy Politician '>>
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Molly Johnson
Clan Mother, Mohawk Tribe
Newark, New Jersey

Jonathan Downer
Wealthy Farmer & Statesman
Rural Virginia

Nathaniel Cask
Merchant & Farmer
Rural Connecticut

Katherine Wade
Pioneer, Wife of Politician

Western Pennsylvania

Constance Hillary
Daughter of Wealthy Politician
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

- -> @ - e

Hello, Miss. Is your mother or father nearby? I'd love to
chat with them about the debate over the new
Constitution.

People think I am too young to understand what's
going on around here, but I pay attention. My father
is a staunch Anti-Federalist, and a powerful one at
that. But I have my own mind too. What do you
want to know? I have plenty of opinions.

What do you think about the role of the states in the new
Constitution? Supporters argue that the state governments
are still important and powerful.

Well, they don’t have a father in charge of a state, do
they? That is just a bunch of Federalists trying to
make us feel better. As a governor, my father
worries that he’ll be tossed out into the street and
lose all the power he’s earned over the years. It's not
fair!




The Game Is Just The Beginning

Our Game Sandwmh
. Approach to Meanlngful
Hls+or|oal & Civic Learnmg

Starter Activity

Mini Lesson

Post-Game Activity

Assessment
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Race to Ratify ...the History Files

Timeline, Glossary, and Activities

Anti-Federalists - (n.) people who opposed ratification of
the Constitution, feared a strong federal government laws

aristocrats - (n.) a group of people with wealth and power

Articles of Confederation - (n.) the original plan of

RACE TO RATIFY... the history files

GLOSSARY

legislative - (n.) the branch of government that makes the

mob rule - (n.) control of things by a violent or illegal group

monarchy - (n.) form of government where the power is held

RACE TO RATIFY... the history files
L RATIFICATION TIMELINE

The years between the drafting of the Constitution, the eventual ratification, and finally the addition of the
Bill of Rights were very busy. As you review the timeline, ponder these questions:

How close was the vote to ratify in each state? What do you think state ratification conventions discussed? Would things proceed
at a faster or slower pace today? How closely did your game follow the real story?

Sep. 17: The Constitutional Convention
concludes. Every state but Rhode Island
sent delegates to the meeting that wrote
and approved the document. It then
headed to the state ratification conventions
for a vote.

Dec. 7: Delaware ratifies with 30-0 vote.

Dec. 12: Pennsylvania ratifies with
46-23 vote.

Jan. 9: Connecticut ratifies with 128-40 vote.

Apr. 26: Maryland ratifies with 63-11 vote.

Jun. 21: New Hampshire ratifies with 57-47

Fall
1787

Winter
1787 - 1788

Spring
1788

The debate begins. Supporters and
opponents of the new Constitution fought
fiercely in the press, through pamphlets and
broadsides, and in conversations across the
states. Their goal was simple, to influence
the public and the convention delegates.

Dec. 18: New Jersey ratifies with 38-0 vote.

Dec. 31: Georgia ratifies with 26-0 vote.

Feb. 6: Massachusetts ratifies with 187-168
vote after securing a Bill of Rights for the
Constitution.

May 23: South Carolina ratifies with
149-73 vote.
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Detailed Bibliography

RACE TO RATIFY... the history files

scratching the surface!

Elizabeth Baron (aka Elizabeth “Betsy” King)

— Nurme Dok

"Tha Faely Dast Dt Lol ama Cam " A/l Canim Caben=m: 20 2011 A

CHARACTER RESEARCH

The characters in Race to Ratify were based on real people and the evidence they left behind. Below is the
collection of these characters, their true identities and the list of resources we used to research them. It’s just

RACE TO RATIFY...the history fles c.cyeo ResEARCH RESOURCES

Websites for Primary Sources

+ Center for the Study of the American Constitution at the University of Wisconsin-Madison

+ Congress.gov: The Federalist Papers

« National Archives: Founders Online

+ The Library of Congress: Digital Collections related to the ratification debate

Books and Articles

Berléin, k(;a rzotl)b é’?evo/utibnafy Mothers: Women in the Struggle for America’s Independence. New York: Vintage
ooks, .

Cornell, Saul. The Other Founders: Anti-Federalism and the Dissenting Tradlition in America, 1788-1828.
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2012.

Holton, Woody. Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of the American Revolution in
Virginia. Chapel Hill: Univ. of North Carolina Press, 2000.

Holton, Woody. Unruly Americans and the Origins of the Constitution. New York: Hill and Wang, 2008.

Holton, Woody. Abigail Adams Last Act of Defiance. Leesburg, VA: Weirder History Group, 2010.
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Let's PLAY!
If you brought your own device, head on over to
WWW.ICIVICS.0rg

| If you have a
E— teacher account, go
== ahead and log in.

Otherwise, please
reqgister for your
A BOARMe = free teacher

/ \ =\ account!

Illli\




Questions?

Feel free to get ahold of us!

3

Carrie Ray-Hill Amber Coleman-Mortley Taylor Davis
Director of Digital Learning Director of Social Engagement Senior Curriculum Director
Carrie.hill@icivics.org Amber.cmortley@icivics.org Taylor.davis@icivics.org



	Slide 1: Wielding Digital Tools at the Intersection of Civics and American History  
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15:   Choose Your Path
	Slide 16:   Own Your Mission
	Slide 17:   Earn (Tokens) As You Learn
	Slide 18:   Curate & Persuade…
	Slide 19:   …and Publish Strategically
	Slide 20:   Get Feedback 
	Slide 21:   Keep Track of Your Progress
	Slide 22:   Engage With a Diverse Cast of Characters
	Slide 23:   Access Help When You Need It
	Slide 24:   The Game Is Just The Beginning
	Slide 25:   Race to Ratify Extension Pack
	Slide 26:   Race to Ratify …the History Files
	Slide 27
	Slide 28:   Questions?

